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LETTER 
COMPREHENSION 


Good Conſin, | 

Am right forry, that the Parliaments caſting 
out the B7ll of Compreherſion ſhould ſo much 
concern you asto put you into fuch a paſſion 
as you expreſt againſt them, and me, at our 
laſt nights meeting. Sure.the Company you now 
converſe with, and the ftrange Principles with 
which they have now poſleſt you, have alter'd 
your nature, ahd turn'd your former reaſon into 
prejudice, and unbelief; if not, you would have 
believ*d what L did fo ſeriouſly aftirmto be a known 
truth: namely,That this Age is not more ſevere againſt 
* the diſturbers of the ſetled Peace and Government of 
the Church and State, than they were in the very 
happy days of our Good Queen Elizabeth. Some of 
he Replhns why 1 ſaid ſo, 1do with very much at- 


feCtioh tender to your Conſideration, and to your 
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Cenſureto; and that the laſt may be the more cha» 
ritable, and you not apt to make the errors or 
failings of your Governors ſeem more or greater 
than Indeed they are 3 let me intreat that you 
remember what I have very often ſaid to you 
namely, That malicious ten (of whom really I do 
not take you to be one) are the beft Accuſers, and 
the worſt Judges. And indeedIT fear it would prove 
tobea bitter truth, if fome had that power which 
too many labour for in theſe, days, in which Schiſze 
and Sedition are taken to be noſins; by men who 
pretend a tenderneſs of Conſcience-in much ſmaller 
matters. | - | 
And thatI may keep ſome order, and you be 
the better ſatisfied in what I intend igthis Letter 5 
I earneſtly intreat that you will at, your next leiſure 
read in Mr. Cambders true Hilſtory..of: the uy 
and Raign of our Good Queen Elizabeth ; in whic 
you may find what care was then taken to prevent 
Schiſm and the ſad confuſion that attends it; and,. 
how the Contrivers of Libels, and difperſers of 
them have been ſeverely puniſhte, many of them 
even to death; as namely, Herry Barrow,and many 
of his SeCtaries for diſturbing the publick peace of 
the Nation, by ſcattering abroad their monſterous 
Opinions; as allo, for affirming. the Church of 
Englandto be no true Church; and the like. As 
you may find written by the ſaid Mr. Cambden in 
the thirty-ſixth year of that Good Queens Raign. 
But I commend more eſpecially to your Conli- 
deration, the ſtory and fad death of Hacket, and 


his 


| (3) 
his Adherents; as namely, of |Wiginton, Arthington, 
and Copirger, all of one Sect and Brotherhood : 
But,fay I do moft ſeriouſly commend to your 
Conſideration the beginning and death of the ſaid 
Hacket 5 who wasfirſt but a Schiſmatick, and ſtopr 
not there, but became by. degrees fo fully puſleſt 
by theevilſpirit, the ſpirit of pride and oppoſition, 
that he publickly revil'd the Queen, the Arch-Bi- 
ſhop of Canterbury and the Lord Chancellor 3 ' and 
at laſt became ſo infamous an Heretick, that he was 
- condemn'd to-death for his errors; at which time 
he reviPd and.curſt his fudges; and died blaſphe- 
ming and reproaching his Creator : This you may 
read in the Thirty-fourth year of Queen Elizabeth, 
as it is written by honeſt learned Mr. Cambden,who 
concludes this ſtory of Hacketwith this obſervation, 
Thws doth the enemy of Mankind bewitch thoſe men 
whom he ſeeth are not content to be wiſe unto ſobriety. 
Theſe ſtories I ſay,and too manylike them, you may 
find in Mr.Cabd. Hiſt. of Q. E/:z. and you may find 
the like in BiſhopSpotswoods Hiſtory of the Church 
of Scotland; and alſo the like in Mr. Fllers Hiſtory 
of the Church of Great Brittaz;and you may there 
find alſo, what labour hath been ale by the dif- 
contented Non-conformiſts tounſettle the Govern- 
ment of the Church,and conſequently ot the State z 
and may-there alſo find, how ſeverely many of them - 
have been puniſht » So that you need not wonder 
at what faid laſt night 3 nor think theſe the only 
times of perſecuting men of tender Conſciences. 
And for the better Confirmation of what I now 
| £1 write 
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write to you,T will refer you tooneTeſtimonymore 
in the timeofour peacefal K. James, and you m 
view it,in the ſecondVolum of the Reports of Jud 
Crook, a man very Learnedin the Law. But I ſhall 
fiſt tell you the occaſion of that Report, which was 
this, The Non-conformiſts (which are in that Re- 
port called by the name of Puritans ) had given out 
that the King had anintent to ſet up or givea To- 
leration to Popery; and they had alſo compos'd a 
large Petition complaining of the ſeverity of ſome: . 
uſage,and of ſome Laws that concern'd themſelves, 
__ deſir'd that the ſeverity of thofe Laws might 
| bemitigated; andother like defires were in the 
faid petition 3 to which they had procur'd not lefs 
than ſeven hundred hands, and the cloſe of it was, 
That if theſe _ were not granted, many thou- 
ſands of his ſubje&s would be diſcontented : W hich 
indeed wasnot a threatning, but was underſtood ta 
be ſomewhat like it. This report of his Majeſties 
intent to ſer up or tolerare Popery , begot many 
fears and diſcontents in the Nation, andto prevenr. 
greater diſturbances the King did appoint many of 
his Privy Council, and all the Judges of the Land, 
to meet together 1n the Star-Chamber ; in which 


Aſſembly the Lord Chancellor declar'd to them 
the occaſion of this their publick Convention; and 
asked the Judges this following queſtion. (As you 
may read it im the very ſame words in the ſaid 
Learned Judges Reports in the ſecond year of the 
Raign of King James.) He 
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 <Epphether it were an offence puniſhable, and what 
& puniſhment they defervd, who framed Petitions 
&® 2d colleFed a multitude of hands thereto, to prefer 
<© 2p the King in a publick cauſe as the Puritans had 
& done, with an intimation to the King, that if he 
&« denyed their Suit, many —_— of his Subje&s 
& would be diſcomtented : Whereto all the Judges 
« anſwered that it was an offence ſmable at diſcretion, 
& aud very near Treaſon and Felony in the punifh- 
< event > for, they tended to the raiſing ſedition, re- 
6 bellion and diſcontent among the People - To which 
© reſolution allthe Lords agreed. And then many of 
«the Lords declared, That ſome of the Puritans had 
& raiſed « falſe rumor of the King, That he intended 
&« #0 grant a Toleration to Papilts : Which offence the 
&< Tadges conceiv'd to be hainouſly finable by the rules 
& of the Common Law,either inthe Kings-Bench, or 
« by the King and his Council; oy now, ſince the 
« Statute of the Third of Henry the Seventh in the 
«Star-Chamber. And the Lords ſeverally declared, 
«© How the King was diſcontented with the ſaid falſe 
« rumor, and had made but the day before a Broteſta- 
«< ton to them, that be never intendedit; and, that 
&« be wonld ſpend the laft drop of blood in his body, 
© before he wonld do it and prayed that before He 
& or any of his Iſſue ſhould maintain any other Religion 
&« than what he truly profeſſed and maintained, That 
| ** God wonld take them ont of the World, |- 


- This you mayfind in the Reports of that Learned 


Judg asit was left amongitmany other of his Re- 
ports 
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ports, all exa&tly written with his own hand; and 
as they are now publiſht by Sir Harebottle Grimflone - 
who now is the worthy Maſter of the Rolls. And 
you may note that the ſaid Reports were publiſht 
in the year 1658, at which time 0/zver the Tyrant 
was in his full power 3 and you may there find that 
all his Judges allowed theſe Reports to be made 
publick, and ſubſcribed their Names to them; and 
with 0l;ver's confent doubtleſs : for, he had found 
that thoſe very Non-conformiſts, whoſe Sedition 
helpt him into his power, became after aſhort time 
as reſtleſs and diſcontent, as they were with their 
lawful King 3 and indeed as. _—_— to pull him 
down, as they had been diligent to fet him up. 

Dear Couſin! theſe Places to which I have re- 
fer'd you for a Teſtimony of what I faidarenot to 
be doubted; and, though you 'would not then 
giveany credit to what] afſur'd youl knew to bea 
truth ; yet hope you now will. : 

And now ſeriouſly Sir ! let me appeal to your 
own Conſcience, and ask how eafily would you _ 
have given credit to any ſtranger, that had brought 
you news of any error committed by any Biſhop or 
their Chaplins; or by any of the Conformable Clergy, 
though there were not any reaſonable Probability 
for it. Dear Couſm conſider whatI fay, and con- 
fider there is a great ſtock of 3##ocert blood to be 
anſveicd for; not only the blood of our late Yer- 
tz0#5 King, and the blood of the Arch-B:ſhop of 
Canterbury, and the Lord Strafford, but the blood 
ot many good and innocent Families, that now _ 
Eat 


CF 
eat the bread of ſorrow, by being impoveriſht and un- 
done; and which is worlſe,there is a corruption of the 
manners of the pany part of the Nation to be an- 
ſwered for; and all this occaſioned by our late Civil 
War; and that War, occaſioned by the diſcontented 
reſtleſs Non-conformiſts; and them only, for till then 
we knew not the name of 7dependent,or of Seiker,or 
Buaker. Conlin,theſe are the ſad effects of theFÞbulie 
bodies 3 many of whom,God hath ſtill ſo blinded that - 
they cannot yet ſee the errorsthey have run them- 
ſelves and the Nation intog nay,that would imbroile 
it again into greater ruin rather than not be complyed 
with in their peeviſh deſires and deſignes. Dear Cou- 
fin,l will not ſay all; but indeed, too many of the men 
with whorff you comply and do ſo much magnifie, are 
too like Simreor and Levi that were Brethren in this 
iniquity. And as you love thepeace of the Church,in 
which you were Baptized; and the peace of the Land 
in which you were born,and live, and enjoy what you 
have; nay, as you love the peace of your own Soul 
draw back and let it not enter. any more into their 
Councels or Confederacy ; but at laſt take notice that 
though neither you nor any of your Aſlociates ſcruple 
at the fin of Sedztion,but ruſh into it without Confide- 
ration or fear, evenas a Horſe ruſhes into the battel ; 
yet, I pray take notice that St. Paulin his Epiſtle to 
the Galatians, reckons it with the deeds of the fleſh, 
even with zzurder and Witchcraft, which you ſo much 
abhor; and many think Sedition a more hainous fin 
than they, by reaſon of the more evil and more 
deſtructive eftccts of it : _ #nrder may —_ 
Ft y 
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by taking away the life of but one ſingle perſon : and 
witchcraft hath its limits and bounds ſet to it, perhaps 
not to take away the life of any man, but only to do 
miſchief to a ſingle perſon, or a Family 3 and muſt end 
there : But who knows the limits of Sedition? or, when 
the fire is kindled which is intended by ſeditious men, 
who can, who is able to quenchit? And for ſome 
prooWof the miſerable effects of it, though I might 
give you too many ſad inſtances of them in former 
times;z yet I will only refer you to the late Long Par- 
lament now freſh inmemory, and the wotul effects of 
that Civil War, begot and maintained by feditious 
diſcontented. men. _ Fat 3205 GL 3.7 2 
And for the ſorrow you exprels. for. thoſe men of 
tender Conſciences, that are ſcandalized at wearing a 
Surplice, kneeling at receiving theSacrament,theCroſs 
in Baptiſm and the like 5 and would haveithem there- 
fore taken away,that ſo many,to learned, and io godly 
Men might by taking them away, be brought to a 
Conformity and made capable of preaching the Goſ- 
pel, which otherwiſe they cannot do, being ſcanda- 
lized at theſe Ceremonies. - I now. ask} you what if 
more men? and morelearned men? and more godly 
men? and as tender conſcioned men ſhall-be ſcandali- 
zed by their being taken away ? What care will you 
or thoſe 'of your party take for their tender Conſeien- 
ces? Nay, Iask again; what if we ſhall forget or 'neg- 
left the tender Conſciences.of .our own party, atid 
comply with yours?. What feeurity can you or they 
give us, that this ſhall ſatisfie them ſoas to ask no more 
whenthis is granted 2: OT that a year hence their Diſ- 
ts ciples, 


95 
ciples, or their Succeſſors ſhall reſt ſatisfied with what 
is now grantedReally,I'cannot think any ſecuritycan 
be given, but t hat this being granted,yet any man of a 
melancholly,or a malicious,or a peeviſh,or a fantaſti- 
cal, or a wanton Confeience; or a Conſcience that in- 
clines toget reputation andCourt applauſe, maycallhis 
own a tender Coglcience, and become ſeditious and 


Congregation, And (thirdly) 1 go to Church publick- 
ly to confeſsand bewail my fins; -and to- beg pardon 
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for them, for his merits who died to reconcile me and 
all Mankind unto God, who-is both his and niy Fa- 
ther; and for the Words in which I beg this mercy, 
they be the Letany and Collects of the Church, com- 
pafed by thoſe learned and devout men whom you 
and havetruſted to tell us which is, and which is not 
the written Word of God; and tryſted to tranſlate 
thoſe Scriptures into Exgliſh. And 1a theſe Collects 
you may note, that I pray for pardon of fin, and. for 
grace to believe and ſerve God abſolutely : but for 
health and peace,. and plenty; for. aſl theſe I pray 
conditionally, even ſo far as they may tend to his Glo- 
ry,and the good of my Soul,and not further : and this 
confeſling my ſins,and begging mercy and pardon for 
them; Idoby adoring my God, and by the humble 
poſture of kneeling on my knees before Him : and in 
this manner, and by reverend fitting to hear ſome 
choſen parts of Gods Ward read, inthe publick Af- 
ſembly ; I ſpend one hour of the Lords day. every 
forenoon 3; and half ſo much time every evening. 
And ſince this uniform and devout cuſtom of joining 
together in Publick Confeſſion and Praife,andPrayer, 
and adoration of God,and in one manner, hath been 
neglected; the power of Chriſtianity and humble 
-Piety is fo much decayed, that it ought not tobe 
thought on, but with ſorrow and lamentation. 

And laftly, (for I am tedious beyond my intention) 
whereas you and your party would have the Biſhops 
and Cathedral-Church-Lands fold to ſupply the pre- 
ſent neceſſities of the Nation; I fay,firſt God prevent 


the Nation from ſuch neceſſities. as ſhall make them - 
| | guilty 
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gnitry of ſoimany Curſes as have been by the Doners 
of thoſe Lands intaiFd with thoſe Lands upon thoſe 
men, that alienate them to any other uſe than of thoſe 
that ſhall ſerve at God's Altarz to which end the 
Prieſts Portion was 'kept with Care and Conſcience 
till the dayes of King Herry the Eighth, who is noted 
to make the firſt breach of thoſe Oaths that were al- 
ways taken and kept - his Predeceſlors, and taken 
by himfelf too, to preſerve the Church-Lands; and 
it is noted,that he was the firſt Violator of thoſe many 
Laws made alfo- to: preſerve them 3. out. of which 
Lands he took at thediſlolution of the Abbies a part 
for himſelf; exchang'd a part with others that 


thirſted to thrive by the diſlolution;:; and gave the 


re{t to be ſhar'd amongſt the Complying Nobility, 
and other Families, that thenwere in' greateſt pawer 
and favour with him /-concerning which k refer you 
toalittle Treatiſe written by the Learned Sir Hezry 
Spelman, (called De now temerandis Eccleſsis,) and e- 
ſpecially to the Preface before it ; in which you may 
find many ſad Qbſervations. of the ſaid King; and 
find there alſo, that more of the Nobility, and thoſe 
other Families, and their Children that ſhared in the 
Church-Lands, came to-dic ky the Sword of Juſtice, 
and other eminent misfortunes in twenty years, than 
had ſuffered tn:four hundred years before the diſlo-' 
Tution 3 for. a proof of which, he refers: you to. the 
Parliament Roles of the twenty-feventh of that 
King. And tome it ſeems fit that the Obſervations 
of the ruin, and misfortune of the other Families. 
that. were. ſharers. of the Church-Lands;, made by 
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that pious and. learned -Kuight fince the aid twenty 


years, are not alſ> made publick 3 but 'poſlibly they 
may pare too neer the quick, and are therefore yer 
forborn. E | | 

I will ay baking of Queen Elizabeth 3, but for 
King James I will fay te did neither . follow King 
Henry's, nor her Preſident 3 and his Childrens Chil- 
dren lit this day upon his Throne. And for his Son, 
Charles the Firſt, whois juſtly called the Martyr for 
the Church : He had alſo well conſidered the :Oaths; 
taken by all his Anceſtors, and by. Himſelf-too at 
his Coronation ; . and therefore. in his Book of 
Penitential Meditations and Vows, made in his 
Solitude and Impriſonment at Holmby; you may in; 
that Chapter of the Covenant there find that at that 
time. when he apprehended. Himſelf” near to death, 
yet that this was then his ReſoJution. . 


< The principal end of ſome: men in this Covenant. 


& 75. the cbepag of Epilcopacy into Presbytery, 


<« 2d of robbing the Church of its Lands and Reve- 


&* zues, But I thank God as no man lay more open 
© fo the ſacrilegious temptation of uſurping them, 
< "which iſſuing chiefizafron the Crown, are held of 
«< ;t, and can legally revert only to the Crown with 
& 27y conſent) ſo T have always had ſuch. a perfe# 
& tbherrence of it in my ſoul, 'that I never. found 
Ec phe leaſt inclination to ſuch ſacrilegious refor- 
\ << xnings; yet 0 man hath a greater. deſire to have 

| © B;ſhops and all Church-men ſo reformd that they 
| © may beſt. deſerve and nſe,. not only what the pious 
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 & munificence of my Predecefſors have given to God 
© 1nd the cheved, boe all ther additions of Chriſtian 
© bounty. EEE 


© But no neceſſity fhalf ety ( T hope ) drive me 

. ®© or mine to invade: or: fell the Prieſts Lands 

*© which Pharaoh's Divinity and Joleph's true piety 

' & abhorred to doi ..T had rather live as my Predeceſſor 

© Henry the Third ſometimes did, on the Churches 

& Alms than violently to take the Bread ont of the 
&« Biſhops and Miniſters months. 


© There are ways exongh to repare the breaches 

< of the ſlate without the ruines of the Church 5, as T 

<« world be areftorer of the one, ſo Twonld not be an 

© Oppreſſor of the other under the pretence of 

&© publick debts, the occaſions of contraFing them 

© were bad enough, but ſuch a diſcharging of them 

- Cxponld be much worfe. -t pray God neither T mr 


«© ine may be acceſſary of either, 


Sir, I have er ded; for which 
I crave your pardbn3 and1 bÞeg of God, that you 
may at laſt ſee and well confider the many errors 
that your indiſcreet zeal hath led you into; and the 
many miſeries1t hath helpt to bring upon others, and 
that for the remainder of your Sh you may 
redeem the time paſt, and ſtudy to be quiet, and to 
do your own bulineſs; to this I ſhall encourage you, 
and to live as unoffenſively to others, and as 
ſtrictly to your ſelf as you do intend, and by Gud's 

| | | grace 
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+. able; and daily to praQtiſe. an humble peaceable 
- >. Piety, ſo huthble and peaceable a piety as tnay ſtop 

the mouths of all gain-ſayers; for, fuch holy and 

yome living will bring peaceatthe-laſt.'. And in 
is 
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the Almighty give me grace to be like: you. 


Study to. be quiet, and to do your own: buſineſs "= 
I Theſ, 4. IT. > | MT, 


February the 18, - 
1667. | : 
Tour Aﬀſe@ionate Friend, 
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